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A Matter of Trust.  
 

The question is posed as to why we bother with a certification system for firearms in the UK.  

As such this piece must be considered entirely from a UK perspective and is an appraisal of 

the certification system.  Why do we have one? A question that is easily answered, we have 

one purely for political reasons.  The current manifestation of the certification system is the 

unwarranted and unnecessary desire of Government to instil control over people, their 

possessions and how they use them hidden behind a mask of protecting public safety.  They 

could not readily sell you control but they can sell you fear. 

 

A Historical Note. 
 

Ever since the modern firearm as we know them were created Governments sought to 

control them, they soon realised that the devices that facilitated their political adventures 

and that provided crucial defence, could also be used to overthrow government.  The 1917 

revolution in Russia sent alarm bells ringing throughout western nations and gun control 

became a measure to prevent armed uprising.  In a British historical context with the end of 

the first world war and the effects of the Russian revolution still reverberating across the 

world, the British government became increasingly worried over the availability of firearms, 

including those that returning troops were bringing back from the front.  The Government 

of the day was deeply concerned, this concern culminated in the 1920 Firearms Act from 

which stems every further gun control act to the modern day.  

 

Revisions of firearms legislation and other acts of attrition on civil liberties have resulted in 

the fragmented, divisive job creation scheme we call the shotgun and firearms certification 

system currently run by UK police forces.  

 

In more recent times two well-known tragic but significant events in 1987 and 1996, have 

been ruthlessly exploited by political parties to gain emotionally charged votes. The actually 

effects of certification has not reduced crime and has served only to categorize firearms 

depicting certain firearms as more dangerous than others, however when firearms are used 

with safe best practice, we know a firearm is no more dangerous than any other inanimate 

object. 
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Certification is there to filter out the undesirable elements of our society.  Those who law 

abiding citizens would consider pose a genuine threat to public safety, such as those who 

have shown themselves to be criminals or are unsound of mind.   

 

Having made an application to hold firearms of any description and the authorities having 

determined that you, the applicant are accepted as being of sound mind and good character 

that should be the end of the process and certification should be yours by right unless good 

reason can be shown why issuing the certificate is not appropriate.  There should also be an 

appeals procedure available where certificate issue is declined.  

 

The overt control on what a certificate holder can own and use, and where and when it can 

be used should not be mandated but remain the sole responsibility of the holder. Time and 

time again self-regulation and best practice are shown to be more effective than intrusive 

government regulation.   

 

You have been deemed acceptable to hold firearms, if you then choose to misuse them, are 

neglectful, or operate outside the law, that law is sufficient to the purpose of punishing you.  

This is in line with the principle of detection and prosecution after the fact the same as for 

committing other offences.  It really does seem to be the case that the rules regarding 

firearms are there to support the premise that because it was originally designed for the 

dispatch of opposing armies it has evolved into a sentient being with a degree of autonomy 

and the principle of guilty until proven innocent should apply?   

 

I particularly like a poster I saw once where someone placed a firearm in a wheelchair on 

their veranda, left it there all day and then professed surprise it had not got up by itself and 

run amok indiscriminately killing.  It ended with the firearm being accused of being the 

laziest in the world.  As stupid as the last part may seem there appear to be those in society 

and authority who believe autonomous firearms are abound.  We know it’s nonsense, they 

know it’s nonsense, and we know they know it’s nonsense yet the hypocrisy persists 

because it is really about control and mistrust of the populace by Government and its 

apparatus of state.  Of course if you challenge officialdom on this theory the rhetoric is well 

prepared and exercised, it’s about public safety and interest, it’s about prevention of 

lawfully owned firearms falling into the hands of criminals, yawn!  

 



 

Firearms UK 

 

 

Firearms UK is an online campaign aiming to protect gun ownership for law abiding citizens in the UK 
and to encourage unity and positive action within the shooting community. 
http://firearmsuk.wordpress.com 
Email: contact.firearms.uk@gmail.com 

Page 4 of 7   Page 4 of 7 

 
 

There is not too much to ponder regarding the criminal elements and their activities.  It is 

very simple, if you have a history of violent offences, or threatening behaviour you perhaps 

have an issue with self-control, or a drug or alcohol problem so the criteria that are in place 

already determining when an offence, having been committed, prosecuted and sentenced, 

is spent are probably not far from right, and for repeat offenders well sorry, you made your 

choices live with the consequences.  Professional criminals are already making their lifestyle 

choices so little the authorities do or say is likely to have much effect, authority can only 

ever be reactive and until the state decides to become completely totalitarian that situation 

will remain. 

 

It seems entirely reasonable that if the medical profession are to be provided with influence 

over the grant or revocation of a firearms certificate then they should be able to provide 

assurances that the decision making process is fair, objective and allows appeal.  After the 

review of firearms following the 2010 incident involving Derek Bird the esteemed Medical 

Profession were reluctant to be the arbiter of choice and the whole matter was back in the 

hands of the uninitiated and the bean counters. 

 

During the review after 2010 there was a Home Office acknowledgement that the system 

was broken and that a review of legislation, guidance and process was long overdue.  It duly 

concluded that it had no intention of carrying out reviews anytime soon, it seems confusion 

reigns supreme and the status quo is desirable?  

 

So in summary of the above, if the individual is of sound mind and proven good character 

the issuing of firearms certifications should be a right not a privilege.  It should be for 

authority to present good reason why not, not the applicant to justify why and having been 

issued with certification what that holder then goes on to own and use is a matter for them 

not the state.  
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Wait, we hear the cry.  What about the anti-firearms groups and those who think no one 

should own them or no needs them.  The response is very simple and we list it below:  

 Firearms are not dangerous on their own.  They need the assistance of a person.  
 

 To become lethal the person in possession must have intent, or be guilty of gross 
negligence.  

 

 I choose to own and use firearms.  I have a certificate to permit that. 
 

 I am not, by default, a threat to anyone or anything. 
 

 I do not mandate what you say, think, feel or do.  Do not try to mandate the same 
for me.  

 

 You do not like firearms.  Don’t buy one.  
 

 You do not like people who own firearms.  Don’t befriend any.  
 

 Make your own life choices and allow others to make theirs. 
 

 Don’t use your misconstrued ideas to encroach on everyone else’s personal liberty, 
responsibility and freedom.  

 
What of need?  The only thing we need is air, water, food and shelter but the firearms 

ownership question is not about need.  It is about choice, free choice in an alleged free 

society.  

 

So the assertion is that the system is wrong and is focused on the wrong issue the firearm, 

and not just the person, so the challenge becomes what could we do about it?  One choice 

would be a complete change of emphasis by authority, concentration on the people not the 

manufactured goods, the innate fixation of those authorities.   

 

The idea is the following system for managing firearms ownership, which with development, 

could be fairer and perhaps more acceptable to law abiding firearms owners, more efficient 

and cost effective.    
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The main difference between what is proposed and what is reality is the method of 

recording the equipment and retains the premise that in the UK stepping back from any 

system where authority has information about who owns what is not going to become a 

reality in our lifetime and it does not really matter if authority knows what we own and use, 

they know we own cars, a TV, a House, etc.  What matters is we, law abiding subjects of this 

green and pleasant land, must seek permission prior to making our lifestyle choices. 

A Proposal. 
 

Move to an online system.  All that is needed is a fairly simple database, although by the 

time authority has gold plated it, simple is probably a misnomer?  

 Create a database.  
 

 Individual user accounts for Manufacturers and Importers.  Every firearms made has 
unique serial number entered into the database at birth and assigned to the maker 
or importer.  Ammunition unique batch identifier and quantity similarly recorded.  

 

 Firearms departments have an administrator account that updates with any online 
data entry from any source.  

 

 Applications for certificates are made online and at the same time a unique user 
account is established.  This unique user account also applies to dealers.  Relevant 
checks are confirmed and authorities issued via database notifications.  Any limited 
documentation can be made available for download and protected against edit.  

 

 Maker or Importer assigns firearms to Dealer at purchase, Dealer accepts receipt. 
 

 Individual issued with unique certificate number as now with credit card style 
certificate issued.  

 

 Individual purchases firearm from dealer, database updated immediately with 
purchaser ID on dealer account and Admin account.  

 

 Individual responsible for updating their user account within 72hrs of purchase to 
confirm entries as now.  

 

 Individual sells to Individual and carries out transfer using the same criteria as 
purchase from dealer.  

 

 Ammunition purchase is recorded in same manner as firearm purchase.  
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 Database issues immediate notification e-mail to administrator at conclusion of each 
transaction.  

 

The above process removes the need for separate SG/FAC issue.  Every firearm and round of 

ammunition is tracked from manufacture or import to purchase.  As now SG shells need not 

be included.  

Authorities have a clear and up to date track of all firearms and ammunition.  The database 

can flag ammunition purchases over a preset database default amount by any one individual 

if required allowing further investigation.   

In conclusion, the narrative above sets out to sow the seeds of an idea that could potentially 

address the civil liberties, public safety, public interest and personal freedoms of choice that 

must be considered for there to be an effective but proportionate approach to firearms 

ownership.  It sets out the basis of a plan to establish satisfying the areas of concern but 

removes the most divisive element of all, the control by the state of the personal choices of 

individuals. 
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